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First of all, I would like to express my sincere
gratitude for the continuing aid from our supporters.

“The Ocean and Sky Children’s Hospice in
Yokohama” has finally opened. A lot of people have
come to visit our place so far. After the tour, most of
them answer that their image of the children's hospice
has changed and it feels like a building filled with the
heartfelt wishes by numerous people.

We learned that there is the common desire
throughout the world to change the image of the
term “children’s hospice”, so I included "children's
hospice” in the name of our facility, just like other
overseas children's hospices. People who have visited
our hospice have told us that they understand that it
is a space designed to be a positive environment for
the whole family. We think that it is thanks to the
advantages of its location as well as to the wonderful
design of the facility. At the same time, we are proud
that the construction of this building is truly the fruit of
valuable advice from many stakeholders and experts.

The main focus in our activities is to create a place
where children with life-threatening diseases and their
families can find peace of mind in order to reduce their
psychological and social isolation. Moreover, we aim to
build up a regional network system in which they can
feel connected with their communities.

Above all, we would like people in surrounding
communities to appreciate the role of a children's
hospice. In addition, so as to help people understand
what kind of situation children with life-threatening
diseases and their families are placed in, we are going
to work together with residents in our communities
to think about the areas which cannot be covered by
medical care, welfare and education. As the four pillars
of realizing a regional network system we will strive

to cooperate with (1) local educational institutions, (2) / :
local residents and companies, (3) the government and

(4) medical institutions and various professions.

We would like to aim for a society where children
with life-threatening diseases and families can choose
how to live, and where all of those children are valued
as precious individuals in which their life potential can g,

be achieved in conjunction with their families and local g

communities.
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Message from Guests
Shoji & Anri Mitsutsune

Since our daughter became ill, there have been so many things that she was not allowed to do. Even
during her temporary discharge from the hospital, we got used to avoiding the park while we took a walk
and trying not to show our child her friends enjoying the time outside.

Day by day, our daughter had almost no occasions to communicate with other people except us, so
we began to feel we had a limited perspective.

Under these circumstances, we visited the Ocean and Sky Children’s Hospice in Yokohama. This
place has excellent facilities for various children with illness and disability. Furthermore, the kindness,
thoughtful attention and warm heart of the staff embraced all of us.

Staff responded enthusiastically not only to the things that our family wanted to do but also our small
girl's spontaneous request, “I want to do this!” They made our daughter to forget about her treatment and
medication and

brought us her extraordinary smile, which we had been challenged to do by ourselves. We came to
realize that there were still some possibilities of what we could do even in the restrictive conditions of the
treatment. This experience enabled us to start thinking positively about our current situation.

| think that it is difficult for people around us to understand the heavy burden of staying with our child
at the hospital. However, at the Ocean and Sky Children’s Hospice in Yokohama, our feelings were well
accepted and understood without so many words. There, we were able to share our concerns, which we
had hesitated to talk about with others.

By coming across the Ocean and Sky Children’s Hospice in Yokohama, now we feel that the
experience with our daughter’s illness does not end with only heart-wrenching memories. We could find
something very important for our family.
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Although that was rainy day sadly so that it was late for 4o0min to
open Rental book event by Hamakaze Mobile Library, many children
visited us and enjoyed storytelling and book reading. Our Yokohama City
Library continues to tackle with improving reading support in regional
level. We appreciate you, all of concerning with Yokohama Child Hospice,
for this such a wonderful opportunity.
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One of my students watching me at the UMISORA Book Festival said, “You looked like you were really having fun
at the festival .”

Last year’s first grade students of the Segasaki Elementary School had started to interact with the Ocean and Sky
Children’s Hospice in Yokohama. They presented a palm-sized Christmas tree made of pine cones before Christmas
and sang the song “A Rainbow” to Tagawa-san and the staff. They left us with this message: “Thank you! Please
come and have fun together again.” Our students have enjoyed the big garden swing with their friends or family
after school since then.

For the children of the Segasaki Elementary School, as well as users, the Ocean and Sky Children’s Hospice
in Yokohama is a heartwarming venue which connects children living in the same community. Frolicking in the
festival like a child, | certainly felt the message from the people supporting the Ocean and Sky Children’s Hospice in
Yokohama; Let’s live enjoying this moment all together.

I would like to continue working with you to create a heartwarming hospice which embraces children.
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