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Construction Progress Report (as of May 31)

Isao Tsushima,Okada Architect & Associates

On January 18, 2021, a ground-breaking ceremony (jichin-sai) was held, marking the start of the construction of Yokohama
Children's Hospice. As the construction site lies along the Jiju River, the first step was to carefully carry out the pile foundation
work so that the river revetment would not be affected.

The fence surrounding the construction site has an illustration designed by Ms. Yuka Ueda (Kanto Gakuin University),
which was selected in the design competition organized by Taiyo Construction Company. This lovely picture is helping to attract
the interest of the local people including the university students.

In March, the underground concrete foundation work was completed, and the shape of the building started to emerge.

On April 2, we checked the size/shape of the custom-made family bathtub. This bathtub, which allows the whole family to
enjoy “tub time” together, is one of the highlights of the project. Thanks to the guidance of Associate Professor Tomomi Sato of
Yokohama City University School of Medicine Nursing Course and some medical service providers, the project members were
able use a full-scale mockup to simulate how we can safely support families and children with difficult conditions to bathe safely.

At the end of April, the concrete building frame of the first and second floors was completed. Then, wooden materials for the
second floor were positioned. As of the end of May, the positioning of pillars and beams was completed on the second floor, and
the total volume of the building became visible. From now, construction of a ridgepole and roof will be started, and the exterior
and interior works will follow.

We are pleased with the progress and look forward to project completion.
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To live a life: Thoughts after the Third World
Children's Hospice Forum

Takaaki Yanagisawa
Professor, Neurosurgery Division,
Jikei University School of Medicine

Looking back to the Second Forum held last
year, just as Covid-19 was starting to spread,
it seems like a miracle that we were able to
welcome the guests from hospices abroad. This
year, the forum was held in the middle of the
Covid-19 outbreak, connecting people online
both in the country and overseas. Again, looking
back, the sense of mutual compassion created in
this “virtual” forum seems like another miracle,
and | don't think | am the only one feeling this
way.

Meeting people in person is difficult today,
but the faces and words delivered through the
screen made me feel as if each speaker was
talking directly to me. People who live far away
and could not otherwise attend the forum must
have benefitted from this online approach.

Bereavement care was the main theme
of this forum. As | listened to the discussion,
| began to see the overall picture of what the
forerunners have achieved and what kind of
children’ s hospice the successors are aiming to
create. It is to support the children and families
o “live” the moment, and to support the family
members to “keep on living” afterwards. | would
like to thank all the people concerned, who
made this forum happen.
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Reflecting on the Children’ s Hospice Summit

Masumi Naito
Representative, Parents’ Group “Smile”

| was given the opportunity to talk about
my son at the Children’ s Hospice Summit in
Fukuoka. | shed many tears as | flicked through
the photo albums of previous times to prepare
my speech. Talking about him is still difficult as
it brings back so many memories: good ones and
sad ones. Bereaved families like us must live
with our memories, but there are many medical
personnel who are always ready to support us.

When we were told that the end of our son's
life was approaching, that was the start of the
days of despair. "My son wants to go home. He
might feel better at home. But what happens,
if his condition suddenly changes?" Thoughts
spun around in my head and | finally gave in to
the thought that staying in the hospital might be
the only possible option.

If there was a place that would fulfill
our craving for both hope and comfort, we
would have come and asked for help without
hesitation. A house where families can relax. A
hospice where children and families living with
life-threatening conditions could be looked after
with compassion.

| sincerely hope that one day that would
become a reality. One big home with two
functions, in which we see children and families
smiling happily. We can make that happen
together, hand in hand with our partners from all
over the country.
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The first Children's Hospice Festival was so
much fun! My husband and | took both our sons, and
we were all very excited about Ms. Miho Ohwada
and Mr. Moriya Saito’ s concerts. The doctors’
juggling performance was mind-blowing. We laughed,
sang, and danced. We had a good time in a relaxed
atmosphere. It felt as if we were at the children’ s
hospice “Umi to Sora no Ouchi” (A Home of Sea and
Sky), sharing fun and laughter together.

Here are some of the comments from the children
of our support group who participated in the event:

I enjoyed singing and dancing to "If You're Happy
and You Know It" with everyone.

| was happy to see Miho.

"Paprika" played on the piano was fun.

The sound of the piano was beautiful and
mesmerizing.

The juggling doctors were cool.

The juggling and kendama (a traditional Japanese
skill toy) techniques were amazing. | couldn't take
my eyes off the stage.

| want to play on the swing at the hospice
(presumably about Tsurumi Children’ s Hospice).

Because of Covid-19 pandemic, we are all
becoming tired of being patient and restricted. But
that day became a wonderful break, and | could feel
my heart soar throughout this festive event. Thank
you very much!

Keiko Eishima
Lemonade Stand for
Pediatric Cancer Support Group
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Reflections after Participating in the Children's

Hospice Pediatric Palliative Care Human Resource
Development Program Online

Mayumi Nagata

Kanto Gakuin University,

College of Nursing, Department of Nursing

| listened to the doctors' lectures and reflected on
a message that was given to student nurses from the
patient's family in which the daughter fought pediatric
cancer for 10 years. The family said that patients are
physically ill but mentally healthy, explaining that
children develop psychologically and socially until the
moment of their death.

There are children who cannot escape from
death, need medical care, or are in the hospital.
Whatever the circumstances, | hope we could ensure
they experience what other children of their age do.
The Covid-19 pandemic can take away many things
from the everyday lives of children. That is why it
has become more important to make the children's
wishes, such as going to school, talking with their
friends, and meeting with their families, come true.

The programs were based on presentations
from not just medical experts but also from a human
perspective, which is an outlook | want student nurses
to feel as the core of nursing. As a neighbor of the
Umi To Sora No Ouchi hospice, | hope | can contribute
to realizing the care that Yokohama Children's
Hospice Project aims to provide.

My students and | look forward to that coming
day.
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