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One way to raise awareness about the Ocean and Sky Yokohama Children’s Hospice — (Umi to Sora
no Ouchi, "Umisora") is through initiatives that help children understand its existence. For the past two
years, we have been interacting with children from the local elementary schools in Kanazawa Ward, by
participating in their integrated studies class called "Let’s Learn About the Local Welfare". This class aims to
teach fourth-graders about community engagement through exchanges with local organizations such as the
Community Care Plaza*, midwifery clinics, parenting support groups, neighborhood associations, and the
children's hospice.

The program starts with each organization presenting its activities. Then, the students explore deeper
into the specifics of each organization during their respective class sessions. They are also provided with
opportunities to visit these facilities and discuss how they can engage in the activities.

In the first year, the students who visited the children's hospice created some games for children who
are unable to walk. This included a variety of activities such as balloon volleyball, fishing games, shooting
games using pistols made with chopsticks, and reading Christmas-themed picture books. In the second year,
there were marble maze game, a video demonstrating how to bake cakes, messages of encouragement for
families using Umisora, and a parody song entitled "Umisora te ii na" based on the song "Ningen te ii na."
All of these were compiled into a video, accompanied with explanations on how to play.

Each of these projects was thoughtfully created with the children at the hospice in mind, resulting
in heartwarming expressions of care. All the families here are delighted to know that local children are
supporting them.

Although direct interactions with children who have serious illnesses or disabilities may be limited, 1
am confident that through such activities, the students can learn about the diverse situations of their peers
and develop empathy and kindness. Moving forward, we aim to continue nurturing connections with local
children.

* The Community Care Plaza is a unique facility in Yokohama City that serves as a local hub for welfare and health
services.
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"Children's Hospice Festa 2025"

April 28th is "Children's Hospice Day" in Japan, and the week leading up to May 5th is
designated as "Children's Hospice Week." During this period, various awareness-raising activities
are organised. (Please refer to the next page.) One of these activities is the "Children's Hospice
Festa," where we report our activities directly to those interested in children’s hospice.

This year's theme was: "Seize the Day — What Each of Us Can Do for the Children."

Our special guest, former Japan national football team coach Mr. Okada, has been cultivating
the "power of the community" in Imabari City, Ehime Prefecture, through sports. His speech was
inspiring them to believe that "each of us can do something."

In the second part of the event, one of the family and an elementary school student shared
their thoughts on the children's hospice and their wishes for society from their respective
perspectives as children’s hospice users.

The time spent with family and friends is invaluable, regardless of their health condition. How
meaningful that time can be is not only influenced by medical professionals and families but also
enriched by the perspectives of various people, including the local community.

We hope to continue moving forward together with you.
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On 3 March 2023, my then four-year-old son Haruichi was diagnosed with brain stem glioma and we
were told that he might not have more than a year to live.

From then on, Our main priority became having fun with Haruichi, so we decided to take a trip every
month to enjoy his favorite things such as the bullet train, hot springs and swimming pools.

During the last two months, he was connected to an intravenous drip and needed oxygen. When I told
the doctor that my son had nowhere left to go, he referred me to the Ocean and Sky Yokohama Children's
Hospice.

Here, the staff went to great lengths to make sure Haruichi could do whatever he wanted, according to
his condition at the time. As the condition visibly progressed, it became increasingly difficult to find things
Haruichi could still enjoy. But we didn't have to give up just because the illness was progressing.

We could still look forward that, ‘Maybe we can still do fun things here.

That was hope and emotional support for me because I thought he could still have fun here.

That was the reason why we were able to have our last sleepover here a week before he left. We are
really glad we didn't give up.

And now that Haruichi is gone, we are still supported by the Ocean and Sky Yokohama Children's
Hospice.

The warmth of the staff here makes it a wonderful place to be.

We hope that this warm place will never disappear.

We hope that it will always be a place that brings smiles to the faces of children and families battling
illnesses.
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