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Children's Hospice Network Expands Nationwide
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Thank you for your continued support. It has been
a year and a half since The Ocean and Sky Children’s
Hospice in Yokohama was established, and thanks to your
warm support, it has led to stable operations, smiles and
happy times for the families who use it.

The Ocean and Sky Children’s Hospice in Yokohama
is the second community-based children's hospice in
Japan. This type of children's hospice is difficult to
establish in terms of funding and human resources, so it
requires cooperation with the local government. Since the
opening of the Yokohama Children's Hospice, a movement
to establish a children's hospice has been underway in
other regions, and there are projects in Hokkaido, Miyagi,
Chiba, Tokyo, Nagano, Fukui, Aichi, Fukuoka, Okinawa,
and other regions.

In order to encourage the establishment and
sustainable operation of children's hospices, we believe
it is important to strengthen cooperation and share know-
how by building a loose network of children's hospice-
related organizations, and to increase social recognition
through awareness-raising activities. In November last
year, the "National Council to Support Children's Hospice"
and the "Diet Members Caucus to Support Children's
Hospice" were established by Diet members, and we also
compiled our requests and proposed them to the national
government.

Subsequently, in April 2023, the Children and
Families Agency was established and an officer in charge
of Children's Hospice was assigned, which we had been
eagerly awaiting.

Children are living in "the moment". We want them
to cherish the possibility of each individual life, without
being preoccupied with their illnesses/conditions. We want
a society that does not isolate children and their families,
but gently supports them together. I believe this is our
homework that our daughter Haruka has made us realize.

The making of the Ocean and Sky Children’s
Hospice is a joint effort between the families, supporters,
volunteers, and the staff members. We hope you will
continue to guide us and support us in our endeavor.
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Isao Tomita is a world-renowned musician, famous for being the first Japanese to be nominated for a
Grammy Award. His family established the “Tomita Information Hub” to contribute to society through
music, following his desire to “provide quality music for children” . The organization donated a 5.1-channel I |
stereoscopic sound system to Umi to Sora no Ouchi (Cooperation: Yodobashi Camera). We co-hosted

a participatory music event on Children’s Day to unveil the system. With live performances by musicians
“Erikuo” and sound creator Kengo Tsuda, children and their families were able to experience the dynamic
stereophonic sound together with staff and volunteers.
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Message from Guests
Yuhei Takada
(3rd grade elementary school student)

Hello, | am in the third grade of elementary
school. | had acute myeloid leukemia when | was
seven years old. It was hard and shocking and
sometimes | had to do painful things.

The worst thing is not being able to go outside
and play with my friends and younger brother.

When | was in pain, | heard about UMISORA
on TV. | wanted to go there for sure, so | did my
best for the treatment.

The most enjoyable thing was that | could do
many things that | couldn't do while | was in the
hospital, such as barbecue, making
cotton candy, eating ice cream, and
playing card stacking games with my
friends who had worked hard together.

| had a lot of fun and was able to
do many things that | couldn't do during
my stay in the hospital! Please come
and visit us.
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life, and many decisions to make without waiting.
My two younger brothers were also unstable
because of the sudden changes, and | could not
stop crying every day.

| was given strength by the smiling faces of the
children in the hospital ward, who never showed any
signs of weakness, but just kept on trying. During
the treatment, Yuhei's eyes lit up as he said, "l will
definitely go to Yokohama Children's Hospice, which
| saw on TV!'| will never forget the sparkle in Yuhei's
eyes when he said, "l will definitely go to Yokohama
Children's Hospice, which | saw on TV.

| remember that | was relieved when | heard the
kind and warm voices of the staff when | inquired
about the hospice. | remember that | was relieved
to hear the kind and warm voices of the staff when
| inquired about the hospital! We had a motto "Let's
all go to Uzumigaura together!

Yokohama Children's Hospice is an important
place where we can realize our various wishes and
watch children spend their lives as children.

Thank you very much.
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