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The Ocean and Sky Children's Hospice in Yokohama is celebrating its first anniversary
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First, thank you for your continued and ardent support,
we are able to celebrate the first anniversary of our project
today. Many happy memories are accumulating in the hearts
of the children and families who utilize the center, as well as
in our hearts.

Since the inception of our project, we have had many
visitors from the local community. Some of them are joggers
who pass by our house curious about what we do, and some
neighborhood children come to play on the swing at our
premises daily. We also had opportunities to speak at nearby
universities and the local community about our project.

Moreover, in September, we had local supporters take
on a challenge to raise money through crowdfunding which
enabled us to set up two merry-go-rounds here, bringing two
fantastic days for the children.

One of the characteristics of children’s hospices that were
originally initiated in the UK and spread to the rest of the
world is “facilities that are open to the communities”. Slowly,
but surely we are becoming a locally-supported project and
we strongly believe that more projects like ours are needed.

However, at the current moment, there are no sections
in the ministries of the Japanese government that provide the
needs of children’s hospices, supporting the children under
medical treatments. There are only 3 institutions that call
themselves children’s hospices in Japan. The reality is that
they must contrive ways to operate their daily activities all
on their own. Some of them operate with hospitals attached,
utilizing social systems such as healthcare and nursing-
care programs. On the other hand, there are others like our
program whose operation depends solely on donations from
local communities.

To seek a uniform structure and to promote the spread of
children’s hospices, children’s hospice groups have aligned
to form the “National Children’s Hospices Support Council”
whose main purpose is to make formal requests to the
Ministry of Children and Families that will be established in
the Japanese Government in April of next year. Furthermore,
some Diet members launched the “Diet Members Federation
Assisting Children’s Hospices” and the federation and we
successfully held an inaugural ceremony on November 17.
Going forward, the new federation will put together requests
made by the existing children’s hospices and organizations
that plan to open a facility, and formally present them to the
Ministry.

We are humbly proud that our project, which began in
Yokohama, has triggered a series of meaningful waves of
these trends.
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Message from Guests
Chika Hara

Hello, | am a first-year high school girl with congenital heart disease.

The other day, | visited the Ocean and Sky Children’s Hospice in Yokohama. | love the atmosphere
and airy feeling of the facility. Not only are the interior and exterior of the building lovely, but most of all,
the atmosphere that the staff extends is just wonderful! If | want to play some games, they are always
ready to get into the groove with me. It is fun to be able to play in this way with people outside of my
family.

At the facility, there are all kinds of playthings, and the indoor swing is my favorite. There is so
much other stuff, that | feel excited about what | am going to do today every time | visit.

Since | am on home oxygen therapy, | make sure that little kids do not get caught in the oxygen
cylinder tube when walking around. The reason is that the tube is transparent and hard to see. Also,
due to having a heart condition, | am cautious about infections and am very careful in places where
there are a lot of people. But here, | don't have to worry about oxygen cylinders or infections, and | can
play without any worries. Since | live at home most of the time, | really enjoy playing with people other
than my mother.

On this visit, | really enjoyed playing with Resin. | would like to invite my friends to play with Resin,

but because of the toxic smell, only a limited number of people are allowed to play with it. On my next
visit, | am looking forward to playing board games with everyone.

Takami Hara

As described by my daughter, the Ocean and Sky Children’s Hospice is a place where my
daughter feels pampered because she is accepted as she truly is. Due to her congenital heart
disease, she is in and out of the hospital often and must be sensitive to her surroundings. But here,
she feels at ease and is able to open up about her true self. As a parent, seeing her like this makes me
very happy. Thank you so much for creating such a wonderful place..
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Completion of the “Merry-go-round coming to the Ocean and Sky Children’s Hospice in
Yokohama"

We held the first-ever event on September 3 and 4 to turn our house into an amusement park by
installing two merry-go-rounds at our premises. Starting with the charity concert we held in December
2021, the momentum has led to this adventure through crowdfunding and numerous donations. Given the
impacts of the novel coronavirus, we devised ways to actualize our plan through trial and error. A magic
show and various market stand added to everyone’s excitement, and we all made a pact with one another to
do it again next year. Perhaps, fireworks may even be on display next year.

Yasuko Jyanome, Merry-go-round Party Project Leader
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